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Editorial: Looking forward to meeting the challenges of an assessment of regulatory constraints 

on competition in three key sectors  

 

On October 15, 2014, The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) announced that a pro-competitive regulatory review of three key sectors was launched 

in Bucharest by the Romanian Prime Minister Victor Ponta and OECD Deputy Secretary 

General William Danvers. This significant project (using the method of the OECD’s 

Competition Assessment Toolkit) will be carried out by an OECD project team involving staff of 

the Romanian Competition Council and input from the Romanian Government and relevant 

ministries. The analytical competition assessment report will be completed by the end of 2015 

(by making recommendations for revisions to certain laws and regulations aimed at improving 

competitive conditions), after reviewing laws and regulations in food processing, transport and 

construction. This assessment will take place in five stages: initial mapping of all relevant 

legislation for the three sectors; in-depth scan of legislation to identify potential obstacles to 

competition; analysis of the selected regulations to assess the harm to competition (qualitative 

and, where possible, quantitative to demonstrate the potential economic benefits from lifting any 

identified barriers to competition); formulation of recommendations for the redesign or even 

abolishment of regulations shown to be harmful to competition; publication of a final report with 

recommendations for redesigning regulations (please see: 

http://www.oecd.org/competition/romaniacompetitionassessment.htm ).  

 

Prime Minister of Romania, Mr. Victor Ponta gave a speech at the special event 

http://www.oecd.org/competition/romaniacompetitionassessment.htm
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Mr. William Danvers, Deputy Secretary-General of the OECD, gave a speech at the special event 

The launch event of this significant project took place at the Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry of Romania. Mr. Victor Ponta, Prime-Minister of Romania, underlined the efforts 

made by Romania lately to meet high standards of competitiveness, transparency, operation of 

public institutions and legislation that OECD established very clearly, the intention and 

determination of Romania (written in the Government' strategic documents) at government and 

institutional level but also at the private environment level not only to meet all the standards of 

OECD and to become full-fledged member, and expressed his opinion that a fair, transparent 

competition represents in fact Romania’s development chance, a competitive and open economy 

being the only right basis on which we can further build, including from the point of view of the 

role that Romania can and should play in this difficult period in our region, considering 

economic competitiveness standards, operating standards of public institutions, standards of 

transparency, specifically those promoted and kept by OECD (please see: 

http://www.noodls.com/view/023C6DBFA9EDF989DF29AA9E1677F8E827D9902C?5908xxx

1413395600#sthash.HPvoH3Ev.dpuf ).  

 

On October 15, 2014, at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania 

http://www.noodls.com/view/023C6DBFA9EDF989DF29AA9E1677F8E827D9902C?5908xxx1413395600#sthash.HPvoH3Ev.dpuf
http://www.noodls.com/view/023C6DBFA9EDF989DF29AA9E1677F8E827D9902C?5908xxx1413395600#sthash.HPvoH3Ev.dpuf
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It is also worth to remember, within this context, that on April 8, 2014 the Romanian 

Competition Council launched the OECD Report entitled “Peer-Review of competition law and 

policy in Romania”, the event being attended by the Prime Minister of Romania, Mr. Victor 

Ponta. On this last mentioned occasion, Mr. Frederic Jenny, Professor of economics, ESSEC 

Business School, Chairman OECD Competition Committee, confirmed that the Romanian 

Competition Council (RCC) is focused on improving the enforcement regime, and approached 

the “Future directions of Action Following the OECD Peer-Review of Romania’s competition 

law”, highlighting the necessity of ensuring continuity and the systematic implementation of 

reforms of the competition regime, and underlining different policy recommendations such as: 

on cartel enforcement, on mergers, RCC’s independency, reconsidering the RCC’s enforcement 

powers in unfair competition law, possible reforms concerning territorial offices of the RCC, 

providing a relatively more competitive salary scheme in order to retain crucial staff, keeping 

focus on electricity and gas markets and strengthening RCC’s expertise, building a positive work 

relationship with ANRE. 

Romanian Distribution Committee actions, enrolled in a common endeavor for the 

normalization of the competitive environment 

It is well-known that Romanian Distribution Committee (CRD) actions were enrolled in a 

common endeavor for the normalization of the competitive environment, to prevent inefficiency 

and to increase the overall level of performance, for partnerships and loyal competition in the 

distribution process, to increase welfare by offering the possibility of options. It is worth 

remembering, in this context, the aspects mentioned in the 1997 Report (p. 561), 1998 Report (p. 

66-67), 1999 Report (p. 53) and 2001 Report( p. 64 ), of the Competition Council, concerning 

the collaboration with the CRD.  

The formation, in 1996, of the Romanian Distribution Committee as a Scientific 

Association – Romanian legal private non-governmental person, apolitical, non-profit, open-

associative type (through the association of 42 founding members) represented a milestone (CRD 

is mentioned in “European Marketing Information Sourcebook”, 1st edition, Euromonitor 

International, p. 132; following, reference is made to CRD in the study “Marketing issues in 

transitional economies”, Springer, 1st edition, August 31, 1999, Rajeev Batra, William Davidson 

Institute, Business & Economics, p. 167) for acknowledging the specific Romanian undertakings 

of adapting to European and world economic structures. Otherwise, even in the „virtual world”, 

this fact was recorded in „Position Paper, Chapter16”: SME 

(http://www.mie.ro/Negocieri/Romana /Documente_ pozitieRom/CAP16-DP), at point 3 – „ 

Capacity to implement the acquis communautaire”: „that in the field of commerce and 

distribution, in 1996, the Romanian Distribution Committee was established as a a legal 

association, affiliated to the International Association for the Distributive Trade” (scientific and 

pedagogical association – A.I.D.A. Bruxelles). Since the second half of 1996, CRD already 

published (in a partnering relation with the Romanian Foreign Trade Center ) a Documentary 

Summary (opening the Collection “Information and Documentation Synthesis in the distribution 

field”) “Distribution in Europe”, as a Supplement of the Journal “Romanian Trade 

Monitor”(please see: http://www.crd-aida.ro/originsvocation/ ). 

http://www.mie.ro/
http://www.crd-aida.ro/originsvocation/
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Paying tribute to all those who were involved in the continuous promotion of the 

competition culture in Romania 

 

Within this framework of continuous promotion of the competition culture in Romania 

(starting with some significant messages such as: “An intersection towards future, competition – 

consumer protection”, in “Adevărul Economic”, no. 51-52/17-31 dec.1994; “There are chances 

for a normal competitive environment”, in “Adevărul Economic”, no. 48(194)/25 nov.-1 

dec.1995; please see: http://holisticmarketingmanagement.ro/wp-

content/uploads/2014/09/Theodor-PURCAREA-CV-English.pdf), it is also worth recalling some 

reflections made seven years ago on the occasion of Council’s 10th Anniversary 

(http://www.crd-aida.ro/2007/09/romanian-competition-council%E2%80%99s-10th-

anniversary/). On that special occasion we underlined that: September 6, 2007 represented a real 

marker to determine how much farther it is to go yet while reaching the milestone of Romanian 

Competition Council’s 10th Anniversary, within its huge ethical dimension of protecting 

competition, not competitors in the evolving competition environment; this was a good time to 

reflect on progress made toward building a sound institutional framework, in designing effective 

competition regime, in enforcing the competition law and also looking on the windows of 

opportunity provided for an in-depth substantive European and global conversation on 

competition policy and acting accordingly (considering, for example, the progress made at the 

level of the International Competition Network concerning the techniques to improve 

competition law enforcement); in 2002, the annual Report of the Romanian Competition Council 

has been sent to all key stakeholders in Romanian economy, including, for the first time, 

academics (also considering that Competition Council must continue to co-operate better with all 

our Universities in ensuring the adequate training of the future lawyers and economists 

(including also “the long life learning”) who will join the “Competition Family”; competition 

policy approach in the context of present international challenges it is supposed to consider both, 

national objectives (competitive markets; consumers’ protection), and international challenges 

(globalization of markets; economic disparities between countries), competition policy being one 

of the main issues discussed within EU Commission, OECD, WTO, and UNCTAD and so on, 

while key stakeholders in an economy (politicians, government officials, the business, labor and 

legal communities, sectorial and other regulators, academics and the press) must understand the 

benefits of competition and be willing to support it; in a letter sent on October 9, 2003 to 

Frederic Jenny we showed that Professor’s letter published on Financial Times as a post-Cancun 

reflection represented a new challenge for the worldwide competition family to recall the past, to 

learn from the most recent experience and to reflect about the future, being important to discuss 

and to establish the rules for the future economy within the multilateral negotiation framework; 

Romania has now in place the institutional framework it needs to go farther by ensuring on the 

market a fair playing field where efficiency and innovation are encouraged to prosper, also 

taking care in using the phrase “competition on the merits”; it is now largely agreed that the 

objective of antitrust is consumer welfare and it is incorporating sound economics into the 

antitrust analysis, while developing an adequate analytical framework for applying an 

administrative system; there is a continuous debate about the goal of competition policy, “over 

whether consumer or total (consumer plus producer) welfare is the right standard for competition 

policy”; competition (the process), as argued by Dr. Kenneth Heyer, is the most effective means 

to promote consumer welfare and efficiency (the goal) is a cornerstone of sound antitrust policy;  

we also have to look more at the so-called “Attention Diversion Ratio” (ADR, defined by 

http://holisticmarketingmanagement.ro/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Theodor-PURCAREA-CV-English.pdf
http://holisticmarketingmanagement.ro/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Theodor-PURCAREA-CV-English.pdf
http://www.crd-aida.ro/2007/09/romanian-competition-council%E2%80%99s-10th-anniversary/
http://www.crd-aida.ro/2007/09/romanian-competition-council%E2%80%99s-10th-anniversary/
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Michael Katz as the percentage of effort that should have been spent on competitive effects but 

instead was spent on defining the relevant market); Romanian Competition Council’s people, 

that were professional developed owing to both their professional commitment and technical 

assistance ensured by Italian, German and last but not the least American Advisors, have proved 

the necessary competences to protect competition on the Romanian market and to contribute 

farther to the progress of the “International Competition Family”; in the same time we must 

remember all those “Romanian Competition Family” members who are no longer with us, like: 

IOAN BUDA, NICU TANASE, PETRE TARU. 

 

Theodor Valentin Purcărea 

Editor - in - Chief 

 

 

Source: http://www.crd-aida.ro/2007/09/romanian-competition-council%E2%80%99s-10th-anniversary/ 

 

http://www.crd-aida.ro/2007/09/romanian-competition-council%E2%80%99s-10th-anniversary/
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Source: http://www.consiliulconcurentei.ro/uploads/docs/items/id6431/rev_2002_nr_2.pdf 

 

http://www.consiliulconcurentei.ro/uploads/docs/items/id6431/rev_2002_nr_2.pdf
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Source: Romanian Competition Council, Profil Concurenta, 2002_2_2.pdf 
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